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SUMMARY 

Standpipe hose connection locations within a stairwell can either be located to that they’re 
accessible from the floor-level stair landing, or that they’re accessible from the intermediate-
level stair landings. There are pros and cons to each arrangement. 
 
Benefits of Hose Connections at Floor-Level Stair Landings  
• Avoid crossing the stair with sprinkler feeds for combination standpipe/sprinkler risers. 
• Easier to route the supply feed into the stairwell. 
• More-consistent hose connection locations (intermediate-level landings are not always in 

consistent locations) 
• Shorter hose-length to access a fire. 

 
Benefits of Hose Connections at Intermediate-Level Stair Landings  
• Prevents congestion at stair doorways (occupants and firefighters) 
• Offers more room at stair landings for possible Area of Refuge 
• Keeps firefighters below the smoke plume (can connect on intermediate-level landing 

below the fire floor) 
 

History of Requirement by Code (BC) & Standard (NFPA 14) Edition: 

 
 

CODE/STANDARD REFERENCES 

 

IBC – 2021: Section 905.4 
NFPA 14 – 2019: Section 7.3.2 
 

 

VIDEO LINK GET MORE LIKE THIS 

www.meyerfire.com/university/example-where-are-hose-connections-
required-in-stairwells 
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